. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A water heater security system adapted to hold the water 
heater in a generally fixed relationship with an adjacent wall, the system 
comprising: 

at least one strap assembly extending around at least a portion of the 
water heater; 

at le ast on e strap inc l uded in the strap assembly and-having a first end A 
aF*d-a second end , and a woven, flexible configuration free of sharp 
edges : 

th e strap having a wov e n, fl e x i bl e configurat i on fr ee of sharp edg e s; 

a first wall bracket attached to the wall on ORe-a first side of the water 
heater; 

a second wall bracket attached to the wall on a second side of the water 
heater opposite to the first side; 

| the first end of the strap assembly having a fixed relationship with the first 

wall bracket; and 

j the second end of the strap assembly having an adjustable relationship 

with the second wall bracket to permit movement of the second end of the 

j strap assembly between a first position wherein the strap has a first length 

between the first wall bracket and the second wall bracket, and a second 
position wherein the strap has a second length shorter than the first length 
between the first wall bracket and the second wall bracket. 



3 



2. (Currently amended) The water heater security system recited in Claim 1 , wherein 

the second end of th e strap assembly comprises a single strap having the first 
end and the second end, has a f i x e d r e lationsh i p with tho second wa ll bracket i n 
both th e f i rst pos i t i on and th e s e cond pos i t i on. 

3. (Currently amended) The water heater security system recited in Claim 1 , wherein: 

the strap assembly includes a first strap having the first end and an 
opposing third end, and a second strap having the second end and an 
opposing fourth end; and 

the system further comprises: 

a buckle for attaching the third end of the first strap in a fixed relationship 
to the fourth end of the second strap. 

4. (Original) The water heater security system recited in Claim 3, wherein the buckle 

has an adjustable relationship with one of the third end of the first strap and the 
fourth end of the second strap. 

5. (Original) The water heater security system recited in Claim 4, wherein the buckle 

has an adjustable relationship with the other of the third end of the first strap and 
the fourth end of the second strap. 

6. (Original) The water heater security system recited in Claim 3, wherein the buckle 

further comprises: 

a first portion of the buckle bent back on a second portion of the buckle 
and defining a channel therebetween; and 

a slide engagable by the third end of the strap and movable within the 
channel to form a fixed relationship between the buckle and the third end 
of the strap. 
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. 7. (Original) The water heater security system recited in Claim 6, wherein the slide 
includes side flanges to maintain the slide in the channel. 

8. (Original) The water heater security system recited in Claim 6, wherein the second 

portions of the buckle have side flanges to maintain the slide in the channel. 

9. (Original) A buckle adapted to receive a strap end in an adjustably fixed relationship, 

comprising: 

an inner portion disposed generally in a first plane; 

an outer portion bent back on the inner portion and disposed generally in a 
second plane parallel to the first plane; 

the outer portion forming a sidebar with the inner portion, the sidebar 
being generally parallel to the first plane of the first portion and the second 
plane of the second portion and having a first pair of strap engagement 
edges; 

the inner portion and the outer portion defining with the sidebar a channel; 

a slide movable within the channel generally parallel to the sidebar, the 
slide having a second pair of strap engagement edges whereby 

the strap can be threaded around the slide and cinched tightly to engage 
the strap with the first and second pair of strap engagement edges and 
thereby form the fixed relationship with the buckle. 

10. (Original) The buckle recited in Claim 9 wherein: 

the strap end is a first strap end; and 

the inner portion of the buckle is adapted for attachment to a second strap 
end. 
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1 1 . (Original) The buckle recited in Claim 9 wherein: 

the strap end is a first strap end; and 

the inner portion of the buckle is adapted for attachment to a wall. 

12. (Original) The buckle recited in Claim 9 further comprising: 

side flanges formed alternatively on the first portion of the buckle and the 
slide of the buckle. 

13. (New) The water heater security system recited in Claim 1 , wherein the strap 

assembly comprises a non-metallic material. 

14. (New) A water heater security system adapted to hold the water heater in a 

generally fixed relationship with an adjacent wall, the system comprising: 

a first wall bracket attached to the wall on a first side of the water heater; 

a second wall bracket attached to the wall on a second side of the water 
heater opposite to the first side; 

a strap assembly coupled to the first wall bracket and the second wall 
bracket, the strap assembly comprising a woven, flexible configuration and 
extending around at least a portion of the water heater; and 

the strap assembly being adjustable between a first position wherein the 
strap assembly holds the water heater securely and a second position 
wherein the strap assembly does not hold the water heater securely. 

15. (New) The system of Claim 14, wherein the strap assembly comprises a single 

strap having a first end and a second end. 
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16. (New) The system of Claim 15, wherein: 

the first end of the single strap has a fixed relationship with the first wall bracket; 
and 

the second of the single strap has an adjustable relationship with the second wall 
bracket. 

17. (New) The system of Claim 15, wherein: 

the first end of the single strap has an adjustable relationship with the first wall 
bracket; and 

the second of the single strap has an adjustable relationship with the second wall 
bracket. 

18. (New) The system of Claim 14, wherein the strap assembly comprises: 

a first strap having a first outer end coupled to the first wall bracket and a first 
inner end; 

a second strap having a second outer end coupled to the second wall bracket 
and a second inner end; and 

a buckle coupling the first inner end and the second inner end. 

19. (New) The system of Claim 18, wherein the buckle has an adjustable relationship 

with one of the first inner end and the second inner end. 

20. (New) The system of Claim 19, wherein the buckle has an adjustable relationship 

with the other of the first inner end and the second inner end. 

21. (New) The system of Claim 18, wherein: 

the first outer end has a fixed relationship with the first wall bracket; and 
the second outer end has a fixed relationship with the second wall bracket. 



. 22. (New) The system of Claim 18, wherein: 

the first outer end has a fixed relationship with the first wall bracket; and 

the second outer end has an adjustable relationship with the second wall bracket. 

23. (New) The system of Claim 18, wherein: 

the first outer end has an adjustable relationship with the first wall bracket; and 
the second outer end has an adjustable relationship with the second wall bracket. 

24. (New) The system of Claim 14, wherein the strap assembly comprises a 

non-metallic material. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS: 

The attached annotated sheet of drawings includes changes to Figures 12 and 
15. This sheet, which includes Figures 12-15, replaces the original sheet including 
Figures 12-15. In Figure 12, reference numeral 107a has been included. In Figure 15, 
reference numerals 98a, 101a, 107a, 110a, 112a have been included. These numerals 
and their corresponding structures were described in the originally filed specification. 
No new matter has been added: 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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